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providing was the possibility of meeting a diplomacy
more dishonest than their own.
The Italians were interested in the Turkish question
on account of the important Roman Catholic interests in
Palestine, and on account of the ambitions of a large ele-
ment in the Italian population to extend the Italian pos-
sessions in the Red Sea region or in the eastern Med-
iterranean. The relations between the Italians and at
least two of the Balkan races were not of a cordial char-
acter. The Italian position was complicated by her mem-
bership in the Triple Alliance.
There remains to be considered the attitude of the
United States towards Turkey and the Near Eastern
question. The United States had acquired extraterri-
torial rights in Turkey by the treaty of 1830, proclaimed
February 4, 1832. While the commercial and political
interests of the United States in Turkey had never been
large, it had exceeded all other countries, except pos-
sibly France, in the extent of its missionary and educa-
tional activities. About the end of the first decade of the
twentieth century, the workings of udollar diplomacy"
began to bring about a change in the policy of the United
States towards Turkey, and at one time the surrender of
American extraterritorial rights in Turkey in exchange
for the grant of railway and mining rights in Anatolia to
an American syndicate, was considered by the state de-
partment. The United States has a record of genuine
k sympathy in Turkey's problems, but the Government has
consistently maintained the policy of refraining from us-
ing force or other forms of intervention.1
1" It is only the United States, standing outside all past quarrels and
misunderstandings, that can act with a free hand without suspicion of
selfish ambition. The United States has a great stake in Turkey—col-
leges, schools, hospitals and missions, created on "a grandiose scale, en-
tirely apart from, and unsupported by, their government. All has been
done at private expense by unselfish individuals contributing money for
what they believed to be the good of others, and seeking no return except

